
Organizations Already in Africa:

Bead for Life

After meeting Millie, a poor Ugandan mother who had a passion for transforming objects into colorful
handmade creations, Ginny Gordin, Torkin Wakefield and Devin Hibbard came up with an idea. Following
this event in 2004, they founded Bead for Life, a nonprofit organization that supports female financial
independence by providing African women with recycled paper that they can craft into jewelry and sell for
profit. The organization also works to educate these impoverished women on how to run
small-businesses through an initiative known as Street Business School. Since its founding, the
15-year-old organization now exists in 10 countries across Africa and is currently providing 52,000 African
women with financial independence. The link between art and African poverty reduction is undeniable,
making it a necessary step towards eradicating the poverty that rules too many African lives.

● Females create jewelry from recycled paper that they can sell
● Being taught business

Artists Striving to End Poverty (ASTEP)

When ASTEP founder and Broadway Musical Director, Mary Mitchell Campbell, saw the power of art in
cultivating the skills necessary to succeed at life, alongside the help of Juilliard students, Campbell

founded Artists Striving to End Poverty (ASTEP), a nonprofit organization that works to heal
poverty-stricken communities through art. When Evan Todd and Dick Scanlan recognized the link

between art and African poverty reduction, they worked with the organization to establish artsINSIDEOUT
in South Africa, a program that works to improve the lives of South Africa’s impoverished mothers and
children who the AIDS epidemic strongly impacted. Through the help of ASTEP’s volunteer artists, the
organization runs two-week-long art camps that not only foster storytelling and the visual arts for these
South African people but also provides them with the tools necessary to lead successful future lives.

● 2 week long camps that tell stories and let people do visual art
● Help people heal through art and teaches them on how to live successful lives

Gahaya Links

The Rwandan Genocide in 1994 caused thousands to become economically unstable and hit women the
hardest. Thanks to the founders of Gahaya Links, Janet Nkubana and Joy Ndungste, however,
basket-making is addressing Rwanda’s female economic instability. By holding workshops that teach
impoverished women how to weave, Gahaya Links is able to provide its female weavers with a stable

https://www.beadforlife.org/story/
https://astep.org/#about-us
https://astep.org/#about-us
https://astep.org/artsinsideout/
http://gahayalinks.com/about/


income, as the organization sells its finished baskets in the U.S. market, with top buyers being Macy’s
and Fairwind’s Trading Inc.

The organization’s social impact has been astounding, as 100 percent of Gahaya Links female weavers
can now afford health insurance, 10 percent have received a promotion to become community leaders
and 80 percent have their own bank accounts. These women also now have access to clean water, are
able to afford an education for their children and lead better lives overall. The organization has not only
granted these women the economic stability they deserve but has also provided them with a pathway to
fiscal independence.

● Teaches women how to weave
● Sells the baskets to th U.S

The Amal Foundation

In North Africa, Libyan women do not receive encouragement to earn an income, and so when they
become widowed or undergo a divorce, many become impoverished. Thanks to the Amal Foundation,
however, these women are using embroidery as a means of attaining financial stability. Thanks to the
Amal Foundation’s mandate to teach these women how to embroider and help them sell their work in
local markets, these women are able to achieve financial independence. This organization’s work
exemplifies the connection between art and African poverty reduction, as these women no longer endure
the poverty that once dominated their lives.

● Selling handmade embroidery
● Sells work to the local market

Just One Africa

Through the initiative Beads for Water, Just One Africa is working in unique ways to provide impoverished
African children with access to clean drinking water. The organization purchases handmade necklaces
from African artists and then restrings them into bracelets that it sells in the U.S. market. Thanks to this
organization, these African artisans are not only earning a stable income, but Africa’s poor children are
also reaping the benefits, as a single Beads for Water bracelet provides 200,000 gallons of clean drinking
water to Africa’s impoverished children.

Giving impoverished African space where they can profit from their self-expression is a wonderful
poverty-fighting strategy whether they are making baskets or jewelry. Art’s ability to grant financial stability
to these poverty-stricken citizens exemplifies the immense power of human creativity and its connection
between art and African poverty reduction. Thanks to organizations such as The Amal Foundation and
Gahaya Links, Africa’s impoverished people are not only rising out of poverty, but they are getting to do it
in a fun and meaningful way.

● Organization purchases handmade necklaces from African artists
● Restrings work unto bracelets
● Selling in the United States

Murals in Latin America:

That difference lies in the sociopolitical history and culture of Latin America,

https://www.cnn.com/2012/06/19/world/africa/rwanda-women-peace-baskets/index.html
http://gahayalinks.com/social-impact/
https://www.africanews.com/2018/10/02/embroidery-lifts-poor-women-in-eastern-libya-out-of-poverty
https://www.justoneafrica.org/beads-for-water/


and the art movements that arose during periods of intense social struggle.
These influences separate the work of Latin American graffiti artists, as a
group, from their peers.

Latin American street art is often political, reflective of ongoing human rights
struggles. Social and political struggle is deeply rooted in Latin American
culture, in its complex history.

Centuries of colonial rule, of fighting for personal and national freedom, of
authoritarian leadership and revolution - these have had great influence on
Latin American culture as a whole.

In past eras of widespread illiteracy, art was a powerful medium for
communicating ideas. The artistic styles used to present these portrayals of
indigenous cultures and traditions and images of economic and social
oppression, came together in an art movement with international influence.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Throughout Latin America street art has been a fundamental form of both
personal and socio-political expression for many years. From radical
propaganda to light humour, Latin America’s abundance of eclectic street art
is prominent in the global art scene.

This animal rights mural relates to the food industry in Argentina in that it is a
depiction of the mass grain production used to feed cattle, the meat of which is
then used for human consumption. El Marian’s work is influenced by current issues
and controversies within Argentine society and culture.

This mural features Chairman Mao, metaphorically representing Communism,
being fed by ten workers to an elephant seal. Ever uses his work to reveal themes
of political corruption and unrest, often alluding to characteristic features of
Communist China and its propaganda within his painting.


